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INFORMATION DISPLAY SYSTEM, INFORMATION PROCESSING APPARATUS, 
POINTING APPARATUS, AND POINTER CURSOR DISPLAY METHOD IN 

INFORMATION DISPLAY SYSTEM 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of Invention 

[0001]   The present invention relates to an information display system capable of 

acquiring the coordinate information of a pointing position, an information processing 

apparatus for use in the information display system, a pointing apparatus similarly for use in 

the information display system, and a pointer cursor display method in the information 

display system. 

2. Description of Related Art 

[0002]   As one of image display projectors have recently come into wide use. When 

an information processing equipment (for example, personal computer) to which the projector 

is connected acquires the coordinates of an arbitrary position on a projection screen projected 

by the projector, a fixed camera or an optical sensor to image the projection screen is required 

in addition to a pointing device (a pointing stick, a laser pointer, or the like). Thus, an 

information display system becomes large in scale and is therefore problematic in point of 

versatility. 

[0003]    In order to address the problem, various proposals have heretofore been 

made. See "OPTICAL POINTING SYSTEM" in JP-A-6-308879, "POSITION DETECTION 

APPARATUS AND METHOD THEREFOR, AND PLANE ATTITUDE DETECTION 

APPARATUS AND METHOD THEREFOR" in, JP-A-2001-148025, "POINTING 

APPARATUS AND METHOD THEREFOR" in, JP-A-2001-166881, "POSITION 

DETECTION APPARATUS AND METHOD THEREFOR" in JP-A-2001-325069, and 

"COMPUTER PRESENTATION SYSTEM AND METHOD WITH OPTICAL TRACKING 

OF WIRELESS POINTER" in U.S. Patent No. 6,275,214. 

[0004]    JP-A-6-308879 discloses that a light emitting element is disposed on a 

display screen. Light emitted by the light emitting element is received by a photoelectric 

conversion element disposed on an indicator (which plays the role of a pointing apparatus). 

The direction of the axis of the indicator is calculated from the output signal of the 

photoelectric conversion element. A pointer cursor is displayed at a position corresponding 

to the axial direction. One or more light emitting element must be disposed on the display 

screen in order to detect the position. 
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[0005]   In each of JP-A-2001-148025, JP-A-2001-166881, and JP-A-2001-325069, 

and an imaging device (a camera) is employed as a pointing apparatus. The camera takes the 

featuring image of a display image and acquires coordinates from the featuring shape thereof. 

Therefore, the featuring shape needs to be contained in the image which is taken by the 

camera. The rectangle of a projection screen or a geometrical pattern displayed on the display 

image, for example, needs to be taken by the camera. 

[0006] In JP-A-2001-325069, several objects serving as markers must be arranged 

at individual positions on a display screen, so that even the objects irrelevant to the essential 

contents of the image are displayed. 

[0007]    In U.S. Patent No. 6,275,214, a pointing position is detected in such a way 

that a certain position of a display image displayed on a screen is pointed at by a beam which 

is emitted from a hand-held optical beam pointer (such as laser pointer). The image of the 

position is imaged by an imaging device and that the image that is imaged is processed by a 

computer. 

[0008]    In U.S. Patent No. 6,275,214, the laser pointer or the like is employed as a 

pointing device. Since a laser pointer is not possessed quite commonly by a user, the sponsor 

side needs to prepare the laser pointer being the pointing device in, for example, a 

presentation hall. Moreover, regarding the beam which is emitted from the laser pointer, a 

problem is pointed out in the aspect of safety. 

[0009]    In the technique of U.S. Patent No. 6,275,214 the position pointed at by the 

laser pointer or the like is merely detected as the pointing position. Hence, such an operation 

as inputting any command at the pointing position cannot be performed. Since the laser 

pointer does not have the function of inputting a command or the like, it is difficult to realize 

the operation of performing another operation (for example, the command input) at the 

pointing position. 

[0010]    In JP-A-2001-148025, JP-A-2001-166881, JP-A-2001-325069 and U.S. 

Patent No. 6,275,214, the pointing position is acquired as absolute coordinates and the 

acquisition as relative coordinates is not considered. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0011]   Therefore, the present invention makes possible the specification of a 

pointing position by employing a portable equipment which a user possesses commonly, as a 

pointing apparatus without installing a fixed camera or an optical sensor and provides an 

information display system which makes possible the command input, such as data display at 
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the pointing position, an information processing apparatus, a pointing apparatus, and a pointer 

cursor display method in the information display system. 

[0012]    (1) The information display system of an aspect of the present invention 

acquires a pointing position as absolute coordinates and, is an information display system 

having an information processing apparatus, an information display apparatus that displays 

information held in the information processing apparatus, on a display surface, and a pointing 

apparatus which points at an arbitrary position on a display image displayed by the 

information display apparatus. The pointing apparatus includes an imaging device that 

images a range containing the position at which the pointing apparatus is to point on the 

display image, and outputs imaged image information corresponding to the range. The 

information processing apparatus includes: a pointing coordinate specification device to 

accept the imaged image information from the pointing apparatus, to decide which part of 

display image information corresponding to the display image at an imaging point of time the 

imaged image information corresponds to, and to specify coordinates of the position at which 

the pointing apparatus is to point, as pointing coordinates from a result of the decision; a 

display image information storage device to store the display image information therein: and a 

display image information generation device to composite and display a pointer cursor to and 

at the specified pointing coordinates on the display image information. 

[0013]    (2) The information display system of an aspect of the present invention 

acquires a pointing position as absolute coordinates and may be constructed as an information 

display system having an information processing apparatus, an information display apparatus 

that displays information held in the information processing apparatus, on a display surface, 

and a pointing apparatus which points at an arbitrary position on a display image displayed by 

the information display apparatus. The pointing apparatus includes: an imaging device that 

images a range containing the position at which the pointing apparatus is to point on the 

display image and outputs imaged image information corresponding to the range, and a 

pointing coordinate specification device to accept the imaged image information from the 

imaging device, decide which part of display image information corresponding to the display 

image at an imaging point of time the imaged image information corresponds to, and specify 

coordinates of the position at which the pointing apparatus is to point, as pointing coordinates 

from a result of the decision. The information processing apparatus includes: a display image 

information storage device to store the display image information therein and a display image 

information generation device to composite and display a pointer cursor to and at the 

specified pointing coordinates on the display image information. 
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[0014]    (3) The information display system of an aspect of the present invention 

acquires a pointing position as absolute coordinates and may be constructed as an information 

display system having an information processing apparatus, an information display apparatus 

that displays information held in the information processing apparatus, on a display surface, 

and a pointing apparatus which points at an arbitrary position on a display image displayed by 

the information display apparatus. The pointing apparatus includes: an imaging device that 

images a range containing the position at which the pointing apparatus is to point on the 

display image; and outputs imaged image information corresponding to the range. The 

information processing apparatus includes: a pointing coordinate specification device to 

accept the imaged image information from the pointing apparatus, to decide which part of 

display image information corresponding to the display image at an imaging point of time the 

imaged image information corresponds to, and to specify coordinates of the position at which 

the pointing apparatus is to point, as pointing coordinates from a result of the decision; a 

display image information storage device to store therein the display image information 

corresponding to the display image; and a display image information generation device to 

generate the image information stored in the display image information storage device, as the 

display image information, and composite and display a pointer cursor to and at the pointing 

coordinates on the display image information as specified by the pointing coordinate 

specification device. 

[0015]    (4) The information display system of an aspect of the present invention 

acquires a pointing position as absolute coordinates and may be constructed as an information 

display system having an information processing apparatus, an information display apparatus 

that displays information held in the information processing apparatus, on a display surface, 

and a pointing apparatus which points at an arbitrary position on a display image displayed by 

the information display apparatus. The pointing apparatus includes: an imaging device that 

images a range containing the position at which the pointing apparatus is to point on the 

display image, and outputs imaged image information corresponding to the range; and a 

pointing coordinate specification device to accept the imaged image information from the 

imaging device, to decide which part of display image information corresponding to the 

display image at an imaging point of time the imaged image information corresponds to, and 

to specify coordinates of the position at which the pointing apparatus is to point, as pointing 

coordinates from a result of the decision. The information processing apparatus includes: a 

display image information storage device to store therein the display image information 

corresponding to the display image; and a display image information generation device to 



5 

generate the image information stored in the display image information storage device, as the 

display image information, and composite and display a pointer cursor to and at the pointing 

coordinates on the display image information as specified by the pointing coordinate 

specification device. 

[0016]    (5) In the information display system, as defined in any of the above 

described (1) through (4), the range to be imaged may be a imagable range which is set by a 

collimation device included in the imaging device. The central part of the imagable range set 

by the collimation device is the position at which the pointing apparatus is to point, the 

coordinates of the position being acquired as the pointing coordinates. 

[0017]    (6) In the information display system, as defined in any of the above 

described (1) through (5), the decision, on which part of the display image information 

corresponding to the display image at the imaging point of time the imaged image 

information corresponds to, may be rendered by generating template image information from 

the imaged image information, and then performing pattern matching between the template 

image information and the display image information corresponding to the display image at 

the imaging point of time. 

[0018]    (7) In the information display system, as defined in any of the above 

described (1) through (6), the pointing apparatus may be a portable information equipment 

which has an imaging function and a communication function. 

[0019]    (8) In the information display system, as defined in any of the above 

described (1) through (7), the pointing apparatus may include a command input device. The 

information processing apparatus may include a command processing device to accept and 

process a command from the pointing apparatus. In the information processing apparatus, 

when the command is given from the command input device after the specification of the 

pointing coordinates, the command process is performed so as to reflect a result of the 

process on the pointing coordinates. 

[0020]   (9) The information processing apparatus of an aspect of the present 

invention, for use in an information display system which acquires a pointing position as 

absolute coordinates, is an information processing apparatus for use in the information 

display system as defined in the above described (1) or (3). Included are functions of 

accepting the imaged image information outputted from the pointing apparatus, deciding 

which part of the display image information, corresponding to the display image at the 

imaging point of time, the imaged image information corresponds to, specifying the position 
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at which the pointing apparatus is to point, as the pointing coordinates from the result of the 

decision, and thereafter compositing and displaying the pointer cursor to and at the specified 

pointing coordinates on the display image information. 

[0021]   (10) The pointing apparatus of an aspect of the present invention, for use in 

an information display system which acquires a pointing position as absolute coordinates, is a 

pointing apparatus for use in the information display system as defined in the above described 

(2) or (4), includes functions of deciding which part of the display image information 

corresponding to the display image at the imaging point of time the imaged image 

information by the imaging device corresponds to, and specifying the coordinates of the 

position at which the pointing apparatus is to point, as the pointing coordinates from the 

result of the decision. 

[0022]   (11) The data processing program of the information processing apparatus of 

an aspect of the present invention, for use in an information display system which acquires a 

pointing position as absolute coordinates, is a data processing program of an information 

processing apparatus in which data processing steps to be performed by the information 

processing apparatus as defined in the above described (9) are described, includes accepting 

the imaged image information outputted from the pointing apparatus, and deciding which part 

of the display image information corresponding to the display image at the imaging point of 

time the imaged image information corresponds to, and specifying the position at which the 

pointing apparatus is to point, as the pointing coordinates from the result of the decision, and 

thereafter compositing and displaying the pointer cursor to and at the specified pointing 

coordinates on the display image information. 

[0023]    (12) The data processing program of the pointing apparatus of an aspect of 

the present invention, for use in an information display system which acquires a pointing 

position as absolute coordinates, is that data processing program of a pointing apparatus in 

which data processing steps to be performed by the pointing apparatus as defined in the above 

described (10) are described, includes deciding which part of the display image information 

corresponding to the display image at the imaging point of time the imaged image 

information from the imaging device corresponds to, and specifying the coordinates of the 

position at which the pointing apparatus is to point, as the pointing coordinates from the 

result of the decision. 

[0024]    (13) The pointer cursor display method of an aspect of the present invention, 

in an information display system which acquires a pointing position as absolute coordinates, 
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is a pointer cursor display method in an information display system having an information 

processing apparatus, an information display apparatus which displays information held in the 

information processing apparatus, on a display surface, and a pointing apparatus which points 

at an arbitrary position on a display image displayed by the information display apparatus; the 

pointing apparatus images a range containing the position at which it is to point on the display 

image, by an imaging device included in the pointing apparatus. The imaging device outputs 

imaged image information corresponding to the range, onto the information processing 

apparatus side. The information processing apparatus side accepts the imaged image 

information from the pointing apparatus, decides which part of display image information 

corresponding to the display image at an imaging point of time the imaged image information 

corresponds to, specifies the position at which the pointing apparatus is to point, as pointing 

coordinates from a result of the decision, and thereafter composites and displays a pointer 

mark, to and at, the specified pointing coordinates on the display image information. 

[0025]   (14) The pointer cursor display method of an aspect of the present invention, 

in an information display system which acquires a pointing position as absolute coordinates, 

may be a pointer cursor display method in an information display system having an 

information processing apparatus, an information display apparatus which displays 

information held in the information processing apparatus, on a display surface, and a pointing 

apparatus which points at an arbitrary position on a display image displayed by the 

information display apparatus. The pointing apparatus performs processing of imaging a 

range containing the position at which it is to point on the display image, by an imaging 

device included in the pointing apparatus, and thereafter obtaining imaged image information 

corresponding to the range, deciding which part of display image information corresponding 

to the display image at an imaging point of time the imaged image information corresponds 

to, specifying the position at which the pointing apparatus is to point, as pointing coordinates 

from a result of the decision, and outputting pointing coordinate information for the specified 

pointing coordinates, onto the information processing apparatus side. The information 

processing apparatus side performs processing of compositing and displaying a pointer mark, 

to and at, the pointing coordinate corresponding to the pointing coordinate information 

delivered from the pointing apparatus. 

[0026]    (15) In the pointer cursor display method in the information display system 

as defined in the above described (13) or (14), the range to be imaged may be an imagable 

range which is set by a collimation device included in the imaging device. The central part of 
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the imagable range, set by the collimation device is the position at which the pointing 

apparatus is to point, coordinates of the position being acquired as the pointing coordinates. 

[0027]    (16) In the pointer cursor display method in the information display system 

as defined in any of the above described (13) through (15), the decision on which part of the 

display image information, corresponding to the display image at the imaging point of time 

the imaged image information corresponds to, may be rendered by generating template image 

information from the imaged image information, and then performing pattern matching 

between the template image information and the display image information corresponding to 

the display image at the imaging point of time. 

[0028]   (17) The information display system of an aspect of the present invention 

acquires a pointing position as relative coordinates and is an information display system 

having an information processing apparatus, an information display apparatus which displays 

information held in the information processing apparatus, on a display surface, and a pointing 

apparatus which points at an arbitrary position on a display image displayed by the 

information display apparatus. The pointing apparatus includes: an imaging device that 

images an arbitrary range which is to be imaged by the pointing apparatus, and outputs 

imaged image information corresponding to the range; and a pointing coordinate motion 

vector calculation device to compare the imaged image information at a current point of time 

and imaged image information temporally preceding the current point of time, as obtained by 

imaging a plurality of times by or without changing at least one of an imaging position and an 

imaging angle based on the imaging device. Then a pointing coordinate motion vector is 

calculated from a result of the comparison. The information processing apparatus includes a 

display image information storage device to store therein display image information 

corresponding to the display image, and a display image information generation device to 

composite a pointer cursor displayed on the display image information at the current point of 

time, to the display image information, and then displaying the pointer cursor at the position 

which is distant in correspondence with the pointing coordinate motion vector calculated by 

the pointing apparatus. 

[0029]    (18) The information display system of an aspect of the present invention 

acquires a pointing position as relative coordinates and may be constructed as an information 

display system having an information processing apparatus, an information display apparatus 

which displays information held in the information processing apparatus, on a display surface, 

and a pointing apparatus which points at an arbitrary position on a display image displayed by 
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the information display apparatus. The pointing apparatus includes an imaging device that 

images a certain arbitrary range, and outputs imaged image information corresponding to the 

range. The information processing apparatus includes a pointing coordinate motion vector 

calculation device to compare the imaged image information at a current point of time as 

obtained from the imaging device of the pointing apparatus and imaged image information 

temporally preceding the current point of time as obtained by imaging a plurality of times by 

or without changing at least one of an imaging position and an imaging angle of the imaging 

device of the pointing apparatus. Then a pointing coordinate motion vector is calculated from 

a result of the comparison. The information processing apparatus also includes a display 

image information storage device to store therein display image information corresponding to 

the display image, and a display image information generation device to composite a pointer 

cursor displayed on the display image information at the current point of time, to the display 

image information, and then displaying the pointer cursor at the position which is distant in 

correspondence with the pointing coordinate motion vector calculated by the pointing 

coordinate motion vector calculation device. 

[0030]    (19) The information display system of an aspect of the present invention 

acquires a pointing position as relative coordinates and may be constructed as an information 

display system having an information processing apparatus, an information display apparatus 

which displays information held in the information processing apparatus, on a display surface, 

and a pointing apparatus which points at an arbitrary position on a display image displayed by 

the information display apparatus. The pointing apparatus includes an imaging device that 

images an arbitrary range which is to be imaged by the pointing apparatus, and outputs 

imaged image information corresponding to the range, imaged image information storage 

device to store therein imaged image information temporally preceding a current point of time 

as obtained by imaging a plurality of times by or without changing at least one of an imaging 

position and an imaging angle based on the imaging device, and a pointing coordinate 

motion vector calculation device to compare the imaged image information at the current 

point of time and the imaged image information stored in the imaged image information 

storage device, and then calculate a pointing coordinate motion vector from a result of the 

comparison. The information processing apparatus includes a display image information 

storage device to store therein display image information corresponding to the display image, 

and a display image information generation device to generate the image information stored 

in the display image information storage device, as the display image information, and 

composite a pointer cursor displayed on the display image information at the current point of 
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time, to the display image information, and then display the pointer cursor at the position 

which is distant in correspondence with the pointing coordinate motion vector calculated by 

the pointing apparatus. 

[0031]   (20) The information display system of an aspect of the present invention 

acquires a pointing position as relative coordinates and may be constructed as an information 

display system having an information processing apparatus, an information display apparatus 

that displays information held in the information processing apparatus, on a display surface, 

and a pointing apparatus which points at an arbitrary position on a display image displayed by 

the information display apparatus. The pointing apparatus includes an imaging device that 

images a certain arbitrary range, and outputs imaged image information corresponding to the 

range. The information processing apparatus includes an imaged image information storage 

device to store therein imaged image information temporally preceding a current point of time 

as obtained by imaging a plurality of times by or without changing at least one of an imaging 

position and an imaging angle of the imaging device of the pointing apparatus, a pointing 

coordinate motion vector calculation device to compare the imaged image information at the 

current point of time, as obtained from the imaging device of the pointing apparatus and the 

imaged image information stored in the imaged image information storage device, and then 

calculating a pointing coordinate motion vector from a result of the comparison, a display 

image information storage device to store therein display image information corresponding to 

the display image, and a display image information generation device to generate the image 

information stored in the display image information storage device, as the display image 

information, and composite a pointer cursor displayed on the display image information at the 

current point of time, to the display image information, and then displaying the pointer cursor 

at the position which is distant in correspondence with the pointing coordinate motion vector 

calculated by the pointing coordinate motion vector calculation device. 

[0032]    (21) In the information display system, as defined in any of the above 

described (17) through (20), the process to compare the imaged image information at the 

current point of time and the imaged image information temporally preceding the current 

point of time and then calculating the pointing coordinate motion vector from the result of the 

comparison, may perform pattern matching between template image information generated 

from the imaged image information at the current point of time, and the imaged image 

information temporally preceding the current point of time, thereby to decide which part of 

the imaged image information temporally preceding the current point of time, the imaged 

image information at the current point of time corresponds to. Whereupon it finds a 
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movement magnitude and a moving direction of the imaged image information at the current 

point of time, on the basis of a result of the decision, so as to calculate the pointing coordinate 

motion vector from the found movement magnitude and moving direction. 

[0033]    (22) In the information display system as defined in any of the above 

described (17) through (21), the pointing apparatus may be a portable information equipment 

which has an imaging function and a communication function. 

[0034]    (23) In the information display system as defined in any of the above 

described (17) through (22), the pointing apparatus may include a command input device. 

The information processing apparatus may include a command processing device to accept 

and process a command from the pointing apparatus. In the information processing 

apparatus, when the command is given from the command input device after specification of 

pointing coordinates, the command process may be performed so as to reflect a result of the 

process on the pointing coordinates. 

[0035]   (24) The pointing apparatus of an aspect of the present invention for use in 

an information display system which acquires a pointing position as relative coordinates is a 

pointing apparatus for use in an information display system as defined in the above described 

(17) or (19), and includes functions of comparing the imaged image information at the current 

point of time and the imaged image information temporally preceding the current point of 

time, as are obtained in such a way that the arbitrary range is imaged a plurality of times, by 

or without, changing at least one of the imaging position and the imaging angle, by the 

imaging device included in the pointing apparatus, and then calculating the pointing 

coordinate motion vector from the result of the comparison, so as to output the pointing 

coordinate motion vector to the information processing apparatus. 

[0036]    (25) The information processing apparatus of an aspect of the present 

invention for use in an information display system which acquires a pointing position as 

relative coordinates, is an information processing apparatus for use in an information display 

system as defined in the above described (18) or (20), including functions of comparing the 

imaged image information at the current point of time and the imaged image information 

temporally preceding the current point of time, as are obtained in such a way that the imaging 

is performed the plurality of times, by or without, changing at least one of the imaging 

position and the imaging angle of the imaging device included in the pointing apparatus, 

calculating the pointing coordinate motion vector from the result of the comparison, and 

compositing the pointer cursor displayed on the display image at the current point of time, to 
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the display image information, and then displaying the pointer cursor at the position which is 

distant in correspondence with the calculated pointing coordinate motion vector. 

[0037]   (26) The data processing program of the pointing apparatus of an aspect of 

the present invention for use in an information display system which acquires a pointing 

position as relative coordinates, is that data processing program of a pointing apparatus in 

which data processing steps to be performed by the pointing apparatus, as defined in the 

above described (24), include the step of comparing the imaged image information at the 

current point of time and the photographed image information temporally preceding the 

current point of time as are obtained in such a way that the arbitrary range is photographed the 

plurality of times, by or without, changing at least one of the imaging position and the 

imaging angle, by the imaging device included in the pointing apparatus, and then calculating 

the pointing coordinate motion vector from the result of the comparison, and the output step 

of outputting the pointing coordinate motion vector to the information processing apparatus. 

[0038]    (27) The data processing program of the information processing apparatus of 

an aspect of the present invention for use in an information display system which acquires a 

pointing position as relative coordinates, is that data processing program of an information 

processing apparatus in which data processing steps to be performed by the information 

processing apparatus as defined in the above described (25) are described, include the step of 

comparing the photographed image information at the current point of time and the imaged 

image information temporally preceding the current point of time, as are obtained in such a 

way that the imaging is performed the plurality of times, by or without, changing at least one 

of the imaging position and the imaging angle of the imaging device included in the pointing 

apparatus, and then calculating the pointing coordinate motion vector from the result of the 

comparison, and the step of compositing the pointer cursor displayed on the display image at 

the current point of time, to the display image information, and then displaying the pointer 

cursor at the position which is distant in correspondence with the calculated pointing 

coordinate motion vector. 

[0039]    (28) A pointer cursor display method in the information display system of an 

aspect of the present invention in the case of acquiring a pointing position as relative 

coordinates, is a pointer cursor display method in an information display system having an 

information processing apparatus, an information display apparatus which is capable of 

displaying information held in the information processing apparatus, on a display surface, and 

a pointing apparatus which points at an arbitrary position on a display image displayed by the 
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information display apparatus; the pointing apparatus comparing imaged image information at 

a current point of time and imaged image information temporally preceding the current point 

of time, as are obtained in such a way that an arbitrary range is imaged a plurality of times, by 

or without, changing at least one of an imaging position and an imaging angle of an imaging 

device included in the pointing apparatus, by the imaging device, whereupon it calculates a 

pointing coordinate motion vector from a result of the comparison, so as to output the 

pointing coordinate motion vector to the information processing apparatus; and that the 

information processing apparatus side composites a pointer cursor displayed on the display 

image at the current point of time, to the display image information, and displays the pointer 

cursor at the position which is distant in correspondence with the pointing coordinate motion 

vector calculated by the pointing apparatus. 

[0040]   (29) A pointer cursor display method in the information display system of an 

aspect of the present invention, in the case of acquiring a pointing position as relative 

coordinates, may be a pointer cursor display method in an information display system having 

an information processing apparatus, an information display apparatus which is capable of 

displaying information held in the information processing apparatus, on a display surface, and 

a pointing apparatus which points at an arbitrary position on a display image displayed by the 

information display apparatus. The pointing apparatus performs processing of imaging an 

arbitrary range by an imaging device included in the pointing apparatus; and the information 

processing apparatus side performs processing of comparing imaged image information at a 

current point of time and imaged image information temporally preceding the current point of 

time, as are obtained in such a way that the imaging is performed a plurality of times, by or 

without, changing at least one of an imaging position and an imaging angle of the imaging 

device included in the pointing apparatus, calculating a pointing coordinate motion vector 

from a result of the comparison, and compositing a pointer cursor displayed on the display 

image at the current point of time, to the display image information, and then displaying the 

pointer cursor at the position which is distant in correspondence with the calculated pointing 

coordinate motion vector. 

[0041]    (30) In the pointer cursor display method in the information display system 

as defined in the above described (28) or (29), the process to compare the imaged image 

information at the current point of time and the imaged image information temporally 

preceding the current point of time and then calculating the pointing coordinate motion vector 

from the result of the comparison may perform pattern matching between template image 

information generated from the imaged image information at the current point of time and the 
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imaged image information temporally preceding the current point of time, thereby to decide 

which part of the imaged image information temporally preceding the current point of time 

the imaged image information at the current point of time corresponds to, whereupon it finds 

a movement magnitude and a moving direction of the imaged image information at the 

current point of time, on the basis of a result of the decision, so as to calculate the pointing 

coordinate motion vector from the found movement magnitude and moving direction. 

[0042]    (31) The information display system of an aspect of the present invention, in 

which an information display system acquiring a pointing position as absolute coordinates 

and an information display system acquiring a pointing position as relative coordinates are 

combined, is an information display system having an information processing apparatus, an 

information display apparatus which is capable of displaying information held in the 

information processing apparatus, on a display surface, and a pointing apparatus which points 

at an arbitrary position on a display image displayed by the information display apparatus. 

The pointing apparatus includes: an imaging device that images an arbitrary range which is to 

be imaged by the pointing apparatus, and outputs imaged image information corresponding to 

the range; and a pointing coordinate motion vector calculation device to compare the imaged 

image information at a current point of time and imaged image information temporally 

preceding the current point of time, as obtained by imaging a plurality of times, by or without, 

changing at least one of an imaging position and an imaging angle based on the imaging 

device; and then calculating a pointing coordinate motion vector from a result of the 

comparison. The information processing apparatus includes a display image information 

storage device to store therein display image information corresponding to the display image, 

a pointing coordinate specification device to find a tentative pointing position of a pointer 

cursor after being moved, on the basis of the display image information, the imaged image 

information from the pointing apparatus, and the pointing coordinate motion vector, and 

specifying a pointing position of the pointer cursor after being moved, as pointing coordinates 

within a range containing the tentative pointing position, and a display image information 

generation device to composite and display the pointer mark, to and at, the specified pointing 

coordinates on the display image information. 

[0043]    (32) The information display system of an aspect of the present invention, in 

which an information display system acquiring a pointing position as absolute coordinates 

and an information display system acquiring a pointing position as relative coordinates are 

combined, may be constructed as an information display system having an information 

processing apparatus, an information display apparatus that displays information held in the 
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information processing apparatus, on a display surface, and a pointing apparatus which points 

at an arbitrary position on a display image displayed by the information display apparatus. 

The pointing apparatus includes an imaging device images an arbitrary range which is to be 

imaged by the pointing apparatus, and outputs imaged image information corresponding to 

the range. The information processing apparatus includes a pointing coordinate motion 

vector calculation device to compare the imaged image information at a current point of time 

and imaged image information temporally preceding the current point of time as obtained by 

imaging a plurality of times by or without changing at least one of an imaging position and an 

imaging angle attained by the imaging device of the pointing apparatus, and then calculating a 

pointing coordinate motion vector from a result of the comparison, a display image 

information storage device to store therein display image information corresponding to the 

display image, a pointing coordinate specification device to find a tentative pointing position 

of a pointer cursor after being moved, on the basis of the display image information, the 

calculated pointing coordinate motion vector, and the imaged image information from the 

pointing apparatus, and specifying a pointing position of the pointer cursor after being moved, 

as pointing coordinates within a range containing the tentative pointing position, and a 

display image information generation device to composite and display the pointer cursor to 

and at the specified pointing coordinates on the display image information. 

[0044]    (33) The information display system of an aspect of the present invention, in 

which an information display system acquiring a pointing position as absolute coordinates 

and an information display system acquiring a pointing position as relative coordinates are 

combined, may be constructed as an information display system having an information 

processing apparatus, an information display apparatus which is capable of displaying 

information held in the information processing apparatus, on a display surface, and a pointing 

apparatus which points at an arbitrary position on a display image displayed by the 

information display apparatus. The pointing apparatus includes an imaging device that 

images an arbitrary range which is to be imaged by the pointing apparatus, and outputs 

imaged image information corresponding to the range, a pointing coordinate motion vector 

calculation device to compare the imaged image information at a current point of time and 

imaged image information temporally preceding the current point of time as obtained by 

imaging a plurality of times by or without changing at least one of an imaging position and an 

imaging angle based on the imaging device, and then calculating a pointing coordinate motion 

vector from a result of the comparison, and pointing coordinate specification device to find a 

tentative pointing position of a pointer cursor after being moved, on the basis of the imaged 
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image information, the pointing coordinate motion vector, and the display image information, 

and then specifying a pointing position of the pointer cursor after being moved, as pointing 

coordinates within a range containing the tentative pointing position. The information 

processing apparatus includes a display image information storage device to store therein 

display image information corresponding to the display image, and a display image 

information generation device to composite and display the pointer cursor to and at the 

specified pointing coordinates on the display image information. 

[0045]   (34) In the information display system in any of the above described (31) 

through (33), the pointing coordinate specification process, which is performed by the 

pointing coordinate specification device, is permitted by setting the range with reference to 

the tentative pointing position, computing correlations at respective positions by performing 

pattern matching between the imaged image and the display image information at the imaging 

point of time within the set range, and specifying the pointing coordinates after the motion, on 

the basis of the computed correlations. 

[0046]   In the information display system in each of the above described (31), (32), 

(33) and (34), the contents defined in the above described (5), (6), (7), (8) and (21) can be 

applied. 

[0047]    (35) The information processing apparatus of an aspect of the present 

invention, for use in the information display system of an aspect of the present invention, in 

which an information display system acquiring a pointing position as absolute coordinates 

and an information display system acquiring a pointing position as relative coordinates are 

combined, is an information processing apparatus for use in an information display system as 

defined in the above described (31), including functions of finding the tentative pointing 

position of the pointer cursor after being moved, on the basis of the display image 

information stored in the display image information storage device, the imaged image 

information from the pointing apparatus, and the pointing coordinate motion vector, 

specifying the pointing position of the pointer cursor after being moved, as the pointing 

coordinates within the range containing the tentative pointing position, and compositing and 

displaying the pointer cursor to and at the specified pointing coordinates. 

[0048]   (36) The pointing apparatus of an aspect of the present invention, for use in 

the information display system of an aspect of the present invention, in which an information 

display system acquiring a pointing position as absolute coordinates and an information 

display system acquiring a pointing position as relative coordinates are combined, is a 
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pointing apparatus for use in an information display system as defined in the above described 

(31), including functions of comparing the imaged image information at the current point of 

time and the imaged image information temporally preceding the current point of time, as are 

obtained in such a way that the arbitrary range is imaged the plurality of times, by or without, 

changing at least one of the imaging position and the imaging angle, by the imaging device 

included in the pointing apparatus, and then calculating the pointing coordinate motion vector 

from the result of the comparison, so as to output the pointing coordinate motion vector to the 

information processing apparatus. 

[0049]   (37) The information processing apparatus of an aspect of the present 

invention for use in the information display system of an aspect of the present invention, in 

which an information display system acquiring a pointing position as absolute coordinates 

and an information display system acquiring a pointing position as relative coordinates are 

combined, is an information processing apparatus for use in an information display system as 

defined in the above described (32), including functions of comparing the imaged image 

information at the current point of time and the imaged image information temporally 

preceding the current point of time, as are obtained in such a way that the arbitrary range is 

imaged the plurality of times, by or without, changing at least one of the imaging position and 

the imaging angle, by the imaging device included in the pointing apparatus, calculating the 

pointing coordinate motion vector from the result of the comparison, finding the tentative 

pointing position of the pointer cursor after being moved, on the basis of the calculated 

coordinate motion vector, the imaged image information, and the display image information, 

specifying the pointing position of the pointer cursor after being moved, as the pointing 

coordinates within the range containing the tentative pointing position, and compositing and 

displaying the pointer cursor to and at the specified pointing coordinates. 

[0050]    (38) The pointing apparatus of an aspect of the present invention for use in 

the information display system of an aspect of the present invention, in which an information 

display system acquiring a pointing position as absolute coordinates and an information 

display system acquiring a pointing position as relative coordinates are combined, is a 

pointing apparatus for use in an information display system as defined in the above described 

(33), including functions of comparing the imaged image information at the current point of 

time and the imaged image information temporally preceding the current point of time, as are 

obtained in such a way that the arbitrary range is imaged the plurality of times, by or without, 

changing at least one of the imaging position and the imaging angle, by the imaging device 

included in the pointing apparatus, calculating the pointing coordinate motion vector from the 
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result of the comparison, finding the tentative pointing position of the pointer cursor after 

being moved, on the basis of the pointing coordinate motion vector, the imaged image 

information at the imaging point of time, and the display image information, and specifying 

the pointing position of the pointer cursor after being moved, as the pointing coordinates 

within the range containing the tentative pointing position. 

[0051]   (39) The data processing program of the information processing apparatus of 

an aspect of the present invention for use in the information display system of an aspect of the 

present invention, in which an information display system acquiring a pointing position as 

absolute coordinates and an information display system acquiring a pointing position as 

relative coordinates are combined, is a data processing program of an information processing 

apparatus, in which data processing steps to be performed by the information processing 

apparatus as defined in the above described (35) are described, including the step of finding 

the tentative pointing position of the pointer cursor after being moved, on the basis of the 

display image information stored in the display image information storage device, the imaged 

image information from the pointing apparatus, and the pointing coordinate motion vector, 

the step of specifying the pointing position of the pointer cursor after being moved, as the 

pointing coordinates within the range containing the tentative pointing position, and the step 

of compositing and displaying the pointer cursor to and at the specified pointing coordinates. 

[0052]   (40) The data processing program of the pointing apparatus of as aspect of 

the present invention for use in the information display system of an aspect of the present 

invention, in which an information display system acquiring a pointing position as absolute 

coordinates and an information display system acquiring a pointing position as relative 

coordinates are combined, is a data processing program of a pointing apparatus, in which data 

processing steps to be performed by the pointing apparatus as defined in the above described 

(36) are described, including the step of comparing the imaged image information at the 

current point of time and the imaged image information temporally preceding the current 

point of time, as are obtained in such a way that the arbitrary range is imaged the plurality of 

times, by or without, changing at least one of the imaging position and the imaging angle, by 

the imaging device included in the pointing apparatus, and then calculating the pointing 

coordinate motion vector from the result of the comparison, and the step of outputting the 

pointing coordinate motion vector to the information processing apparatus. 

[0053]    (41) The data processing program of the information processing apparatus of 

an aspect of the present invention for use in the information display system of an aspect of the 



19 

present invention, in which an information display system acquiring a pointing position as 

absolute coordinates and an information display system acquiring a pointing position as 

relative coordinates are combined, is a data processing program of an information processing 

apparatus, in which data processing steps to be performed by the information processing 

apparatus as defined in the above described (37) are described, including the step of 

comparing the imaged image information at the current point of time and the imaged image 

information temporally preceding the current point of time, as are obtained in such a way that 

the arbitrary range is imaged the plurality of times, by or without, changing at least one of the 

imaging position and the imaging angle of the imaging device included in the pointing 

apparatus, by the imaging device, and then calculating the pointing coordinate motion vector 

from the result of the comparison, the step of finding the tentative pointing position of the 

pointer cursor after being moved, on the basis of the calculated coordinate motion vector, the 

imaged image information, and the display image information, the step of specifying the 

pointing position of the pointer cursor after being moved, as the pointing coordinates within 

the range containing the tentative pointing position, and the step of compositing and 

displaying the pointer cursor to and at the specified pointing coordinates. 

[0054]   (42) The data processing program of the pointing apparatus of an aspect of 

the present invention for use in the information display system of an aspect of the present 

invention, in which an information display system acquiring a pointing position as absolute 

coordinates and an information display system acquiring a pointing position as relative 

coordinates are combined, is a data processing program of a pointing apparatus, in which data 

processing steps to be performed by the pointing apparatus as defined in the above described 

(38) are described, including the step of comparing the imaged image information at the 

current point of time and the imaged image information temporally preceding the current 

point of time, as are obtained in such a way that the arbitrary range is imaged the plurality of 

times, by or without, changing at least one of the imaging position and the imaging angle of 

the imaging device included in the pointing apparatus, by the imaging device, and then 

calculating the pointing coordinate motion vector from the result of the comparison, the step 

of finding the tentative pointing position of the pointer cursor after being moved, on the basis 

of the pointing coordinate motion vector, the imaged image information at the imaging point 

of time, and the display image information, and the step of specifying the pointing position of 

the pointer cursor after being moved, as the pointing coordinates within the range containing 

the tentative pointing position. 
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[0055]    (43) A pointer cursor display method in the information display system of an 

aspect of the present invention, in which an information display system acquiring a pointing 

position as absolute coordinates and an information display system acquiring a pointing 

position as relative coordinates are combined, is a pointer cursor display method in an 

information display system having an information processing apparatus, an information 

display apparatus which displays information held in the information processing apparatus, on 

a display surface, and a pointing apparatus which points at an arbitrary position on a display 

image displayed by the information display apparatus; including the pointing apparatus 

comparing imaged image information at a current point of time and imaged image 

information temporally preceding the current point of time, as are obtained in such a way that 

an arbitrary range is imaged a plurality of times by or without changing at least one of an 

imaging position and an imaging angle of the imaging device included in the pointing 

apparatus, by the imaging device, whereupon it calculates a pointing coordinate motion vector 

from a result of the comparison, so as to output the pointing coordinate motion vector to the 

information processing apparatus. The information processing apparatus finds a tentative 

pointing position of a pointer cursor after being moved, on the basis of the imaged image 

information from the pointing apparatus, the pointing coordinate motion vector, and the 

display image information, that it specifies a pointing position of the pointer cursor after 

being moved, as pointing coordinates within a range containing the tentative pointing 

position, and that it composites and displays the pointer cursor to and at the specified pointing 

coordinates on the display image information corresponding to the display image. 

[0056]    (44) A pointer cursor display method in the information display system of an 

aspect of the present invention, in which an information display system acquiring a pointing 

position as absolute coordinates and an information display system acquiring a pointing 

position as relative coordinates are combined, may be a pointer cursor display method in an 

information display system having an information processing apparatus, an information 

display apparatus which displays information held in the information processing apparatus, on 

a display surface, and a pointing apparatus which points at an arbitrary position on a display 

image displayed by the information display apparatus; the pointing apparatus performing 

processing of imaging an arbitrary range by an imaging device included in the pointing 

apparatus; and the information processing apparatus performing processing of comparing 

imaged image information at a current point of time and imaged image information 

temporally preceding the current point of time, as are obtained by imaging a plurality of 

times, by or without, changing at least one of an imaging position and an imaging angle of the 
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imaging device included in the pointing apparatus, by the imaging device, calculating a 

pointing coordinate motion vector from a result of the comparison, finding a tentative 

pointing position of a pointer cursor after being moved, on the basis of the calculated 

coordinate motion vector, the imaged image information, and the display image information, 

specifying a pointing position of the pointer cursor after being moved, as pointing coordinates 

within a range containing the tentative pointing position, and compositing and displaying the 

pointer cursor to and at the specified pointing coordinates on the display image information 

corresponding to the display image. 

[0057]   (45) A pointer cursor display method in the information display system of an 

aspect of the present invention, in which an information display system acquiring a pointing 

position as absolute coordinates and an information display system acquiring a pointing 

position as relative coordinates are combined, may well be a pointer cursor display method in 

an information display system having an information processing apparatus, an information 

display apparatus which displays information held in the information processing apparatus, on 

a display surface, and a pointing apparatus which points at an arbitrary position on a display 

image displayed by the information display apparatus; the pointing apparatus performing 

processing of comparing imaged image information at a current point of time and imaged 

image information temporally preceding the current point of time, as are obtained by imaging 

an arbitrary range a plurality of times, by or without, changing at least one of an imaging 

position and an imaging angle of an imaging device included in the pointing apparatus, by the 

imaging device, calculating a pointing coordinate motion vector from a result of the 

comparison, finding a tentative pointing position of a pointer cursor after being moved, on the 

basis of the pointing coordinate motion vector, and the display image information 

corresponding to the display image, and specifying a pointing position of the pointer cursor 

after being moved, as pointing coordinates within a range containing the tentative pointing 

position; and the information processing apparatus performing processing of compositing and 

displaying the pointer cursor to and at the specified pointing coordinates on the display image 

information. 

[0058]    (46) In the pointer cursor display method in the information display system 

as defined in any of the above described (43) through (45), the pointing coordinate 

specification process is permitted by setting the range with reference to the tentative pointing 

position, computing correlations at respective positions by performing pattern matching 

between the imaged image and the display image information at the imaging point of time 
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within the set range, and specifying the pointing coordinates after the motion, on the basis of 

the computed correlations. 

[0059]    Also in the pointer cursor display method in the information display system 

in each of the above described (43), (44) and (45), the contents defined in the above described 

(15), (16) and (30) can be applied. 

[0060]   As thus far described, the aspects of the present invention are broadly 

classified in which a pointing position is acquired as absolute coordinates so as to display a 

pointer cursor at the acquired coordinate position, in which a pointing position is acquired as 

relative coordinates so as to display a pointer cursor at the acquired coordinate position, and 

in which both the preceding are combined. 

[0061]    In an aspect of the invention, the pointer cursor is displayed at the coordinate 

position acquired as the absolute coordinates, a portable information equipment, having both 

an imaging function and a communication function, is employed as a pointing apparatus, a 

range containing that position on a display image which is to be pointed at by the pointing 

apparatus is photographed, and imaged image information corresponding to the range is 

outputted to a personal computer (hereinafter "PC") or the like being an information 

processing apparatus. In the PC having accepted the imaged image information, which range 

of display image information corresponding to a current display image the imaged image 

information corresponds to is decided, the coordinates of the position pointed at by the 

pointing apparatus are specified as the pointing coordinates from the result of the decision, 

and the pointer cursor is composited to and displayed at the specified pointing coordinates. 

[0062]    In this manner, in an aspect of the present invention, it is unnecessary to 

especially provide any of featuring shapes, markers, etc. on the display image, or to 

simultaneously photograph any featuring image, and merely the imaging may be performed so 

as to contain the pointing position. 

[0063]   The pointing coordinates are specified by imaging the pointing position with 

an imaging device, and the pointer cursor generated on the PC side is displayed at the 

position, so that an "unintentional movement" can be reduced or prevented from occurring in 

the displayed pointer mark, unlike in a case where a pointing position is pointed at by 

employing a laser pointer or the like. Specifically, when a user points by employing the laser 

pointer or the like, a light spot projected on the pointing position, often moves due to the 

unintentional movement of the hands. In contrast, in an aspect of the present invention, the 

unintentional movement can be reduced or eliminated by performing an unintentional- 
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movement correction process on the PC side or in the pointing apparatus. 

[0064] The central part of a imagable range set by collimation device, such as the 

finder or display unit of the imaging device, is used as the pointing position of the pointing 

apparatus, whereby the pointing position can be set easily and accurately. 

[0065]   A template image is generated from the imaged image information of the 

range imaged by the pointing apparatus, and the pattern matching between the template image 

information and the display image information is performed, whereby which part of the whole 

display image the imaged image corresponds to is decided, and the pointing position is 

specified using the result of the decision, so that the pointing position can be specified at a 

high accuracy. 

[0066]    In such a system, the pointing position being acquired as the absolute 

coordinates, the pointing coordinate specification can be done on the information processing 

apparatus (PC) side as stated above. But it can also be done on the pointing apparatus side. 

In this case, a pointing coordinate specification device is included in the pointing apparatus. 

[0067]   An advantage of performing the pointing coordinate specification device on 

the information processing apparatus (PC) side, is that the pointing apparatus merely 

transmits the imaged image information to the information processing apparatus, so the 

quantity of arithmetic operations in the pointing apparatus can be decreased. Moreover, 

hardware or software (for image processing by way of example) necessary for the pointing 

coordinate specification need not be installed on the pointing apparatus side. Accordingly, a 

general portable information equipment can be employed as the pointing apparatus. In 

addition, since the PC is generally higher in processability than the pointing apparatus, 

processes such as the coordinate specification can be performed at higher speeds. Even a 

complicated image processing operation can be performed with ease and at high speed, so 

that high-precision coordinate specification is realized. 

[0068]    An advantage of performing the pointing coordinate specification device on 

the pointing apparatus side, is that, when viewed from the PC side, the pointing apparatus can 

be regarded as a mere device. Specifically, when the display image information is merely 

transmitted to the device (pointing apparatus), the absolute coordinate information is 

transmitted from the device. Therefore, any complicated process need not be especially 

performed on the PC side, it is dispensed with to install any complicated hardware or 

software for image processing, and the quantity of arithmetic operations on the PC side can be 

curtailed. 
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[0069]   In an aspect of the invention, the pointing position is acquired as the relative 

coordinates, so as to display the pointer cursor at the acquired coordinate position, imaged 

image information at the current point of time and imaged image information in a frame 

temporally preceding the current point of time are compared. A pointing coordinate motion 

vector is calculated from the result of the comparison. The pointing coordinate motion vector 

is outputted to a PC. The PC composites a pointer cursor displayed at the current point of 

time, to display image information corresponding to a display image displayed at the current 

point of time and then displays the pointer cursor at a position which is distant in 

correspondence with the pointing coordinate motion vector calculated by a pointing 

apparatus. 

[0070]    In the case of acquiring the pointing position as the relative coordinates, an 

image to be imaged by the pointing apparatus need not be the display image, so that the 

limitation of an imaging place can be relieved. Thus, in a case, for example, where many 

people point at positions in a large presentation hall, the system becomes convenient for use. 

Moreover, since the pointing apparatus can be used with the feeling of the mouse of the PC, it 

is also one of characterizing features that a pointing manipulation is easily performed. 

[0071]    In the case of acquiring the pointing position as the relative coordinates, 

display image information saved on the PC side is not required as information which is 

necessary for the calculation of the pointing coordinate motion vector to find the relative 

coordinates, so that the arithmetic operation of the pointing coordinate motion vector 

calculation can be performed on only the pointing apparatus side. 

[0072]    In this manner, the display image information is not required in performing 

the pointing coordinate motion vector calculation. This signifies that such processing, such 

as loading the display image information onto the pointing apparatus side, need not be 

performed, and that only the pointing coordinate motion vector information calculated by the 

pointing apparatus may be transmitted onto the information processing apparatus side. 

Therefore, the image information of large information content need not be exchanged 

between the pointing apparatus and the PC, and the communication load between the two can 

be lightened. 

[0073]    The pointing coordinate motion vector is found by employing the imaging 

device, and the pointer cursor generated on the PC side is displayed, so that an "unintentional 

movement" can be reduced or prevented from occurring in the displayed pointer mark, unlike 

in a case where a pointing position is pointed at by employing a laser pointer or the like. 
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Specifically, when a user points by employing the laser pointer or the like, a light spot 

projected on the pointing position, often moves due to the unintentional movement of the 

hands. In an aspect of the present invention, the unintentional movement can be reduced or 

eliminated by performing an unintentional-movement correction process on the PC side or in 

the pointing apparatus. 

[0074]   In such a system, the pointing position being acquired as the relative 

coordinates, the pointing coordinate motion vector calculation can be done on the pointing 

apparatus side as stated above. But it can also be done on the information processing 

apparatus (PC) side. In the case where the pointing coordinate motion vector calculation is 

done on the PC side, a pointing coordinate motion vector calculation device and an imaged 

image information storage device are included on the PC side. 

[0075]   An advantage of performing the pointing coordinate motion vector 

calculation on the pointing apparatus side, is that, when viewed from the PC side, the pointing 

apparatus can be regarded as a mere device. In addition to the advantage already stated that, 

since only the pointing coordinate motion vector information calculated by the pointing 

apparatus may be transmitted to the PC side, the image information of large information 

content need not be exchanged between the pointing apparatus and the PC, so the 

communication load between the two can be lightened. Specifically, since the relative 

coordinate information is merely transmitted from the device (pointing apparatus) to the PC, 

any complicated process need not be especially performed on the PC side. It is dispensed 

with to install any complicated hardware or software for image processing, and the quantity of 

arithmetic operations on the PC side can be curtailed. 

[0076]    An advantage of performing the pointing coordinate motion vector 

calculation on the information processing apparatus (PC) side, is that the pointing apparatus 

merely transmits the imaged image information to the information processing apparatus, so 

the quantity of arithmetic operations in the pointing apparatus can be reduced. Moreover, it is 

not required to install hardware or software necessary to calculate the pointing coordinate 

motion vector, on the pointing apparatus side. Accordingly, a general portable information 

equipment can be employed as the pointing apparatus. In addition, since the PC is generally 

higher in processability than the pointing apparatus, the pointing coordinate motion vector 

calculation process can be performed at a higher speed, so that the calculation of a high- 

precision pointing coordinate motion vector is realized. 
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[0077]   Regarding the pointing apparatus for use in each of the above aspects of the 

invention, a camera built-in type portable telephone, a digital still camera, a digital video 

camera, or the like can be employed as a portable information equipment having an imaging 

function and a communication function. When, among them, a camera built-in type portable 

information equipment (especially, portable telephone) is employed, the system becomes 

more convenient to use. Specifically, the camera built-in type portable telephone is in wide 

use, and it is excellent in the aspects of functionality and manipulability in such a manner that 

it originally has a communication function through a network, that it includes a character 

input interface, and that it is manipulatable with one hand, so the system becomes more 

convenient for use. 

[0078]    Recently, any desired application can be installed on some of the portable 

telephones of the specified type. In case of such a portable telephone, therefore, the system 

can be coped with merely by installing a pointing application, and it is unnecessary to 

remodel hardware or to create hardware anew for incarnating the present invention. This is 

also an important characterizing feature. 

[0079]    The aspect of the invention, the acquisition of the pointing coordinates based 

on the absolute coordinates and the acquisition of the pointing coordinates based on the 

relative coordinates being combined, as described above in (31) through (46), in that a region 

where the pattern matching of a display image to a template image is to be performed, is 

refined using relative coordinate motion vector information found by the motion of a pointing 

apparatus, and that the pattern matching with the newest imaged image (template image) 

imaged by an imaging device is performed as to the refined region. 

[0080]    Thus, the pointing position obtained by a process to specify the pointing 

position based on the relative coordinates is set as a tentative pointing position. A 

predetermined pattern matching region is set around the tentative pointing position. Thus the 

pattern matching within the pattern matching region may be performed. As compared with 

the case of submitting the whole display image to the pattern matching, therefore, the quantity 

of arithmetic operations required for the pattern matching can be curtailed sharply and the 

pointing position can be specified at high speed and at high precision. 

[0081]    A pointing coordinate motion vector calculation process is performed on the 

pointing apparatus side in the aspect of the invention described in (31). But the pointing 

coordinate motion vector calculation process can also be performed on an information 

processing apparatus side. This corresponds to an aspect of the invention described in (32). 
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In this case, pointing coordinate motion vector calculation device is disposed on the 

information processing apparatus side, imaged image information from the pointing apparatus 

is sent to the pointing coordinate motion vector calculation device on the information 

processing apparatus side, and a pointing coordinate motion vector is calculated on the 

information processing apparatus side. The pointing coordinate motion vector calculation 

process can be performed by the same steps as stated above. 

[0082]    The pointing coordinate specification device specifies pointing coordinates 

by using the imaged image information from the imaging device on the pointing apparatus 

side, the pointing coordinate motion vector calculated by the pointing coordinate motion 

vector calculation device of its own, and a display image at the imaging point of time as 

stored in display image information storage device. 

[0083]   An advantage of performing the pointing coordinate motion vector 

calculation on the information processing apparatus side in this manner, is that the pointing 

apparatus merely transmits the imaged image information to the information processing 

apparatus, so the quantity of arithmetic operations in the pointing apparatus can be reduced. 

Moreover, it is not required to install hardware or software necessary to calculate the pointing 

coordinate motion vector, on the pointing apparatus side. Accordingly, a general portable 

information equipment can be employed as the pointing apparatus. In addition, since the 

information processing apparatus is generally higher in processability than the pointing 

apparatus, the pointing coordinate motion vector calculation process can be performed at a 

higher speed. Even a complicated image processing operation can be performed with ease 

and at high speed, so that the calculation of a high-precision pointing coordinate motion 

vector is realized. 

[0084]    Further, an aspect of the invention described in (32) is such that the pointing 

coordinate specification device is disposed on the pointing apparatus side so as to perform the 

processing up to the pointing coordinate specification process on the pointing apparatus side. 

In this case, the pointing coordinate specification device existing on the pointing apparatus 

side performs the pointing coordinate specification process by using the imaged image from 

the imaging device and the pointing coordinate motion vector calculated by the pointing 

coordinate motion vector calculation device, and further, acquiring the display image from the 

information processing apparatus side, whereby the specified pointing coordinates are sent to 

the information processing apparatus side. 

i 
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[0085]    An advantage providing the pointing coordinate specification device on the 

pointing apparatus side so as to perform the processing up to the pointing coordinate 

specification process on the pointing apparatus side in this manner, is that, when viewed from 

the PC 1 side, the pointing apparatus can be regarded as a mere device. Specifically, when 

the display image information is merely transmitted to the device (pointing apparatus), the 

absolute coordinate information is transmitted from the device. Therefore, any complicated 

process need not be especially performed on the information processing apparatus side, it is 

dispensed with to install any complicated hardware or software for image processing, and the 

quantity of arithmetic operations on the information processing apparatus side can be 

curtailed. 

[0086]    In the information display system defined in any of the above described (31) 

through (33) or in the pointer cursor display method in an information display system as 

defined in any of the above described (43) through (45), the pointing coordinate specification 

process is such that, while the imaged image is being shifted with a base point being the 

conjectured position and along a path within a range on a display image at the imaging point 

of time of the imaged image, the pattern matching between the imaged image and the display 

image is performed, whereby correlations at respective positions are computed so as to 

specify the pointing coordinates on the basis of the computed correlations. Thus, the pointing 

coordinates can be specified efficiently and with accuracy. 

[0087]    In each of the above inventions, a command input device is disposed on the 

pointing apparatus side, and a command processing device to accept and process a command 

from the pointing apparatus is disposed on the PC side. Thus, when the command is issued 

from the command input device of the pointing apparatus, the command is accepted and 

processed on the PC side, whereby the result of the process can be reflected on the pointing 

coordinates pointed at by the pointing apparatus. 

[0088]    By way of example, a pointer is permitted to point at an arbitrary position on 

a display image and to thereafter input a character to the pointing position or correct display 

contents, with the pointing apparatus, and it becomes possible, not only to point at the 

pointing position, but also to perform the operations of editing and correcting the display 

contents. This signifies that the remote control of the computer is also realized. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0089]    Fig. 1 is a schematic to explain the first exemplary embodiment of the 

present invention; 
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[0090]    Fig. 2 is a schematic to explain an example in which a pointing position in 

the first exemplary embodiment is acquired as absolute coordinates; 

[0091]   Fig. 3 is a flow chart to explain the steps of a pointed/pointing coordinate 

specification process in the first exemplary embodiment; 

[0092]   Fig. 4 is a flow chart to explain a process in which a pointer cursor is 

composited on a display image in the first exemplary embodiment; 

[0093]    Fig. 5 is a schematic to explain the second exemplary embodiment of the 

present invention; 

[0094]   Fig. 6 is a schematic to explain an example in which a pointing position in 

the second exemplary embodiment is acquired as relative coordinates; 

[0095]    Fig. 7 is a flow chart to explain the steps of a pointing coordinate motion 

vector calculation process in the second exemplary embodiment; 

[0096]   Fig. 8 is a schematic to explain a specific example of the pointing coordinate 

motion vector calculation process in Fig. 7; 

[0097]   Fig. 9 is a flow chart to explain a process in which a pointer cursor is 

composited on a display image, in the second exemplary embodiment; 

[0098]    Fig. 10 is a schematic to explain the third exemplary embodiment of the 

present invention; 

[0099]    Fig. 11 is a schematic to explain a pointing coordinate specification process 

in the third exemplary embodiment; 

[0100]   Fig. 12 is a schematic to explain an example of a pointing manipulation with 

a pointing apparatus (camera built-in type portable telephone) in the third exemplary 

embodiment; 

[0101]   Fig. 13 is a schematic to explain an operating example of pattern matching 

for specifying pointing coordinates in the third exemplary embodiment; 

[0102]   Fig. 14 is a schematic to explain the fourth exemplary embodiment of the 

present invention, in which a pointing position is acquired as absolute coordinates, and a 

command is thereafter executable on the pointing coordinates; 

[0103]   Fig. 15 is a schematic showing an example in which a command is inputted, 

and the execution result of a process complying with the command is displayed at a pointing 

coordinate position; 
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[0104]    Fig. 16 is a view showing another example in which a command is inputted, 

and the execution result of a process complying with the command is displayed at a pointing 

coordinate position; and 

[0105]    Fig. 17 is a schematic to explain the fourth exemplary embodiment of the 

present invention, and to make possible to acquire a pointing position as relative coordinates 

and to thereafter execute a command on the pointing coordinates. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0106]   Now, exemplary embodiments of the present invention will be described. In 

the exemplary embodiments, it is assumed to employ a projector as an image display 

apparatus. There will be described an example in which the projector is connected to a PC 

being an information processing apparatus, whereby data from the PC is projected on a wall 

or screen by the projector, and in which an arbitrary position is pointed/pointing for a 

projected image by a pointing apparatus, so as to acquire the coordinate information of the 

pointed/pointing position and to display a pointer cursor on the corresponding coordinates. 

[0107]   As the pointing apparatus, it is assumed to employ a portable information 

equipment which has an imaging function of picking up and taking an image, and a 

communication function capable of transmitting image information thus obtained, to a 

network or PC (for example, a camera built-in type portable telephone, a digital still camera 

having the communication function, or a digital video camera having the communication 

function). 

[0108]    The present invention may be capable of acquiring a pointing position as 

absolute coordinates and/or as relative coordinates. Therefore, an example in which the 

pointing position is acquired as the absolute coordinates will be described as the first 

exemplary embodiment, an example in which the pointing position is acquired as the relative 

coordinates will be described as the second exemplary embodiment, and an example in which 

pointing coordinates are specified by combining both the coordinates will be described as the 

third exemplary embodiment. Further, it is permitted to input a command on the coordinate 

position pointed at, and a process in which the inputted command is executed on a PC so as to 

reflect the result of the execution at the acquired coordinate position will be described as the 

fourth exemplary embodiment. 

[0109]   First Exemplary Embodiment 

[0110]    Fig. 1 is a schematic showing constituents which are necessary to explain 

this exemplary embodiment. When broadly classified, the constituents include a PC 1 which 
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is an information processing apparatus, an information display apparatus 2 which displays 

information outputted from the PC 1, and a pointing apparatus 3 which points at an arbitrary 

position on an image displayed by the information display apparatus 2. 

[0111]    The pointing apparatus 3 is assumed to employ the portable information 

equipment having the imaging function and the communication function as stated above, such 

as the camera built-in type portable telephone, the digital still camera having the 

communication function, or the digital video camera having the communication function. 

[0112]   The PC 1 includes a display image information storage device 11 to store 

therein the image information of images which are to be displayed, a display image 

information generation device 12 having the functions of generating image information which 

is to be displayed at the current point of time, and compositing a pointer cursor at the 

coordinate position pointed at on the display image, and a pointing coordinate specification 

device 13 to specify coordinates pointed at by the pointing apparatus 3 (coordinates at which 

the pointer cursor is to be displayed). 

[0113]    The information display apparatus 2 is constructed of a projector 21 which 

projects image information, and a screen 22 on which the image information is projected. 

[0114]    The pointing apparatus 3 includes a collimation device 31, such as a finder 

or display screen, which is usually included in the above-mentioned portable information 

equipment having the imaging function, and an imaging device 32 to take an image in a range 

set by the collimation device 31. Information from the pointing apparatus 3 can be 

transmitted to the PC 1 by any communication device, such as a wireless LAN, or a network 

utilizing infrared transmission or telephone lines. 

[0115]    In such a construction, there will be described a specific operation to display 

the pointer cursor at the position pointed at by the pointing apparatus 3. 

[0116]   The display image information stored in the display image information 

storage device 11 of the PC 1 is read out by the manipulation of an operator who operates the 

PC 1. The image information read out is subjected by the display image information 

generation device 12 to a display image information generation process which makes possible 

the display process of the image information by the projector 21, whereupon the processed 

image information is sent to the projector 21 and is projected on the screen 22 (refer to Fig. 2) 

or the like by this projector 21. 

[0117]    Fig. 2 shows an example in which an arbitrary position on a display image 

23 projected by the projector 21 is pointed at by the pointing apparatus 3. In the example of 
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Fig. 2, this device is assumed to be a camera built-in type portable telephone, to which the 

reference numeral "3" is also assigned. As seen also from Fig. 2, the operator images with 

the camera built-in type portable telephone 3 so as to contain the arbitrary position P 

(indicated by a black circle in the figure) on the display image 23 projected on the screen 22. 

[0118]    The arbitrary position P is a position at which the pointing cursor is to be 

displayed on the display image 23 projected on the screen 22, and it shall be termed the 

"pointing position P" below. The pointing position P is brought to the central part of a 

imagable range which is set by the collimation device of the camera built-in type portable 

telephone 3 (in this case, the display screen 31 of the camera built-in type portable telephone 

3). A broken-line frame "a" indicated on the display image 23 is the imagable range set by 

the display screen 31 of the camera built-in type portable telephone 3 (in general, the display 

range of the display screen), and the range enclosed with the broken-line frame "a" becomes a 

range which can be imaged by imaging one time. 

[0119]    In this way, the pointing position P is imaged in the state where it is 

positioned at the central part of the display screen 31, specifically, the imagable range "a", by 

using the imaging function of the camera built-in type portable telephone 3. Then, the 

imaged image information is transmitted to the PC 1 through communication device. Thus, 

in the PC 1, pointing coordinates are specified in accordance with steps as shown in the flow 

chart of Fig. 3, by the pointing coordinate specification device 13. 

[0120]   Fig. 3 shows the steps of a pointing coordinate specification process which 

the pointing coordinate specification device 13 of the PC 1 performs. When the imaged 

image information transmitted from the camera built-in type portable telephone 3 is acquired 

(step SI), various correction processing for distortion, brightness, etc., and further, various 

pre-processing, such as scale-up/scale-down, are first performed (step S2), and template 

image information is generated from the pre-processed imaged image information (step S3). 

The template image information has a resolution which is suited to examine the matching 

thereof with display image information by the pre-processing that is performed at the step S2. 

[0121]    Subsequently, it is decided which part of the whole display image displayed 

on the screen 22 the template image information corresponds to. The decision processing is 

performed by applying image recognition technology, such as the pattern matching between 

the template image information and the display image information, corresponding to the 

display image displayed at the imaging point of time, among the display image information 

stored in the display image information storage device 11 (step S4). 
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[0122]    When it is decided which part of the display image information 

corresponding to the display image displayed at the imaging point of time the template image 

information corresponds to, coordinates corresponding to the pointing position P are specified 

as the pointing coordinates, under the assumption that the central part of the decided part be 

the pointing position P (step S5). 

[0123]    When, in this way, the pointing coordinates corresponding to the pointing 

position P are obtained by the pointing coordinate specification device 13, the pointer cursor 

M (refer to Fig. 2) is composited and displayed on the pointing coordinates. Thus, the pointer 

cursor M generated on the PC 1 is displayed at the user's pointing position P on the display 

image 23 projected on the screen 22. 

[0124]    Fig. 4 is a flow chart for explaining the steps of a process in which the 

pointer cursor M is displayed at the pointing position P on the display image 23 projected on 

the screen 22. When the pointing coordinates are specified by the above process shown in 

Fig. 3, the pointing coordinates are acquired (step SI 1), and pointer cursor image information 

is read out from a pointer cursor image information holding portion in which the pointer 

cursor image information is held (in this example, the pointer cursor image information is 

assumed to be held in the display image information storage device 11) (step SI2). 

[0125]    Subsequently, the pointer cursor image information read out is composited 

to the coordinates (pointing coordinates specified in Fig. 3) of the display image information 

corresponding to the display image at the imaging point of time (step SI 3), and display image 

information with the pointer cursor information composited to the pointing coordinates is 

generated (step SI4). 

[0126]    Thus, in the display image 23 projected on the screen 22, the pointer cursor 

M is displayed at the pointing position P pointed at by the camera built-in type portable 

telephone 3. 

[0127]    In this manner, in a case where a certain specified position is to be pointed at 

on the display image 23 projected on the screen 22, the pointer cursor M can be displayed at 

the pointing position P of the display image, merely in such a way that the position to be 

pointed at (pointing position P) is brought to the center of the collimation device (display 

screen) 31 of the camera built-in type portable telephone 3, and that the image of the 

corresponding part is taken by the portable telephone 3. 

[0128]    The above exemplary embodiment has been described on the example in 

which the camera built-in type portable telephone is employed as the pointing apparatus 3. 
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Of course, however, the present invention is not restricted to the camera built-in type portable 

telephone, but it can be similarly performed with a digital still camera having a 

communication function, a digital video camera having a communication function, or the 

like. The foregoing exemplary embodiment has been described using the example in which 

the pointer cursor image information is held in the display image information storage device 

11 of the PC 1. It is also allowed, however, that the pointer cursor image information be held 

in another place (for example, on the pointing apparatus 3 side), and that the pointer cursor 

image information be read out from the holding place and be transferred to the PC 1. 

[0129]   In this manner, in the first exemplary embodiment, the range which contains 

the position to be pointed at by the pointing apparatus 3 may be imaged by the pointing 

apparatus 3. It is dispensed with to display any featuring shape or the like on a display image 

as in the related art. Moreover, the specification of the pointing coordinates in the first 

exemplary embodiment is determined by the pattern matching between the template image 

information obtained by the imaging with the pointing apparatus 3 and the display image 

information corresponding to the display image projected on the screen 22. Therefore, it is 

also one of the characterizing features of an aspect of the present invention that the detection 

accuracy of the pointing coordinates is high. 

[0130]    The first exemplary embodiment has been described using the example in 

which the pointing coordinate specification device 13 is disposed on the PC 1 side so as to 

perform the pointing coordinate specification process on the PC 1 side. However, the 

pointing coordinate specification device 13 may well be disposed on the pointing apparatus 3 

side so as to perform the pointing coordinate specification process on the pointing apparatus 3 

side. In this case, the pointing coordinate specification device 13 of the pointing apparatus 3 

reads out the display image displayed at the imaging point of time, from the display image 

information storage device 11 on the PC 1 side, performs the pointing coordinate 

specification process for the display image, and sends the pointing coordinates thus specified, 

to the PC 1 side (display image information generation device 12). 

[0131]   In this manner, the pointing coordinate specification process can also be 

performed on the pointing apparatus 3 side, not on the PC 1 side. 

[0132]    An advantage of, as already stated, providing the pointing coordinate 

specification device 13 on the PC 1 side so as to perform the pointing coordinate specification 

process on the PC 1 side, is that the pointing apparatus 3 merely transmits the imaged image 

information to the PC 1, so the quantity of arithmetic operations in the pointing apparatus 3 
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can be decreased. Moreover, hardware or software necessary for the pointing coordinate 

specification need not be installed on the pointing apparatus 3 side. Accordingly, a general 

portable information equipment can be employed as the pointing apparatus 3. In addition, 

since the PC 1 is generally higher in processability than the pointing apparatus 3, processes, 

such as the coordinate specification can be performed at higher speeds, and even a 

complicated image processing operation can be performed with ease and at high speed, so 

that high-precision coordinate specification is realized. 

[0133]   An advantage of providing the pointing coordinate specification device 13 

on the pointing apparatus 3 side so as to perform the pointing coordinate specification process 

on the pointing apparatus 3 side, is that, when viewed from the PC 1 side, the pointing 

apparatus 3 can be regarded as a mere device. Specifically, when the display image 

information is merely transmitted to the device (pointing apparatus 3), the absolute coordinate 

information is transmitted from the device. Therefore, any complicated process need not be 

especially performed on the PC 1 side, it is dispensed with to install any complicated 

hardware or software for image processing, and the quantity of arithmetic operations on the 

PC 1 side can be curtailed. 

[0134]    Second Exemplary Embodiment 

[0135]    The second exemplary embodiment is an example in which a pointing 

position is acquired as relative coordinates. Also this exemplary embodiment will be 

described on the example in which, as in the first exemplary embodiment, a projector 21 

constituting an image display apparatus is connected to a PC 1, data on the PC 1 are projected 

on a screen 22 by the projector 21, an arbitrary position is pointed/pointing by a pointing 

apparatus 3 for a display image 23 projected on the screen 22, and a pointer cursor M is 

displayed at the pointed/pointing position. . 

[0136]    Fig. 5 is a schematic showing constituents which are necessary for 

explaining this second exemplary embodiment. When broadly classified, the constituents 

include a PC 1, a projector 21 connected to the PC 1, and a pointing apparatus 3 to point at an 

arbitrary position on a display image projected by the projector 21, similar to those of the first 

exemplary embodiment. Also in the second exemplary embodiment, the pointing apparatus 3 

will be explained as being the camera built-in type portable telephone 3. 

[0137]    In the second exemplary embodiment, the PC 1 includes a display image 

information storage device 11 to store therein the image data of images which are to be 

displayed, and a display image information generation device 12 having the functions of 
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generating image data which is to be displayed at the current point of time, and compositing a 

pointer cursor M at a position pointed at on a display image 23. 

[0138]    The pointing apparatus 3 includes a collimation device (in this case, the 

display screen of the camera built-in type portable telephone 3) 31, an imaging device 32 to 

take the image of a imagable range set by the collimation device 31, pointing coordinate 

motion vector calculation device 33 to calculate a pointing coordinate motion vector, and an 

imaged image information storage device 34 being a frame buffer in which a featuring image 

obtained from an imaged image for one frame is stored. Information from the pointing 

apparatus 3 can be transmitted to the PC 1 by any communication device, such as a wireless 

LAN, or a network utilizing infrared transmission or telephone lines. 

[0139]    Since the second exemplary embodiment is of a scheme in which a pointing 

position is acquired as relative coordinates, it suffices to acquire a moving direction/a 

movement magnitude in/by which the pointing apparatus 3 has been moved (pointing 

coordinate motion vector). Therefore, the camera built-in type portable telephone 3 may well 

photograph any place, for example, a place which lies outside the display image 23 projected 

on a screen 22, as shown in Fig. 6. 

[0140] Next, the specific pointing operation of the second exemplary embodiment 

will be described. It is assumed that a certain one of display image information stored in the 

display image information storage device 11 of the PC 1 be sent to the projector 21, and that 

the corresponding display image 23 be projected on the screen 22. 

[0141]    In this state, an arbitrary place (which may well lie outside the display image 

23 as shown in Fig. 6) is first imaged using the imaging function of the camera built-in type 

portable telephone 3. On this occasion, the pointer cursor M is assumed to be displayed at, 

for example, a central part within the display image 23 as its initial position (denoted by P0). 

[0142]    Subsequently, the next frame is imaged by the camera built-in type portable 

telephone 3 and is compared with the last frame imaged immediately before, so as to compute 

the moving direction/movement magnitude of the portable telephone 3. The pointing 

coordinate motion vector is calculated by the pointing coordinate motion vector calculation 

device 33. Pattern matching, to be explained later, or the technology of motion detection as is 

employed in MPEG (Motion Picture Expert Group) or the like, can be applied to the 

calculation of the pointing coordinate motion vector. 

[0143]    On the basis of the calculated pointing coordinate motion vector, the pointer 

cursor M displayed on the display image 23 is displayed at a position which is distant from 
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the current position (in this case, the initial position PO) in correspondence with the pointing 

coordinate motion vector. That is, referring to Fig. 6, the pointer cursor M having been at the 

initial position PO is displayed at a position PI which is distant from the initial position PO in 

correspondence with the calculated pointing coordinate motion vector. 

[0144]    Fig. 7 is a flow chart for explaining a pointing coordinate motion vector 

calculation process which is executed by the pointing coordinate motion vector calculation 

device 33 stated above. Referring to Fig. 7, a certain position is first imaged by the pointing 

apparatus 3 (here, the camera built-in type portable telephone 3) (step S21), correction 

processing for distortion, brightness, etc., and further, a binarization process for featuring 

point extraction, etc. are performed as pre-processing for the imaged image (step S22) and 

any featuring point is extracted from the imaged image completed with the pre-processing, so 

as to acquire a featuring image (step S23). 

[0145]    Subsequently, the acquired featuring image is compared with a featuring 

image in the last frame as is held in the imaged image information storage device 34, so as to 

calculate a pointing coordinate motion vector (step S24). The calculated pointing coordinate 

motion vector is outputted as a new pointing coordinate motion vector (step S25), while at the 

same time, the above featuring image acquired at the step S23 is written into the imaged 

image information storage device 34 as a new featuring image in the last frame, thereby to 

update the featuring image (step S26). If the motion of the pointing apparatus (in this case, 

the camera built-in type portable telephone) 3 is continuing, the routine returns to the step 

S21. 

[0146]    When, in this way, the pointing coordinate motion vector has been calculated 

by the pointing coordinate motion vector calculation device 33, the pointer cursor M is 

displayed at a position which is distant in correspondence with the calculated pointing 

coordinate motion vector. 

[0147]    In a case where an imaged image taken with the camera built-in type 

portable telephone 3 is the first imaged image, and where any featuring image in the last 

frame has not been acquired, a featuring image obtained from the first imaged image is saved 

in the imaged image information storage device 34, and the second and succeeding imaging 

operations are waited for. When a featuring image is acquired by the second photographing, 

it is compared with the featuring image of the last frame held in the featuring image 

information storage device 34 (the featuring image obtained from the first imaged image), so 

as to calculate a pointing coordinate motion vector, and the featuring image acquired by the 
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second imaging is written into the imaged image information storage device 34 as the 

featuring image of the last frame, thereby to update stored contents. 

[0148]    A specific example of the above process explained in the flow chart of Fig. 7 

will be described with reference to Figs. 6 and 8. 

[0149]    First, a certain position (here, a certain position outside the screen 22) is 

imaged by the camera built-in type portable telephone 3 as shown in Fig. 6 by way of 

example. Incidentally, it is assumed that the letter "A" happens to exist at the position. The 

imaging is done so that the letter "A" may be positioned at the center of a imagable range 

(indicated by a broken-line frame "a" in the figure) set by the collimation device 31 (display 

screen 3) of the camera built-in type portable telephone 3. It is assumed that, when the 

imaged image (which is supposed to be the imaged image of the (n - \)th frame) is subjected 

to pre-processing (such as binarization), a featuring image as shown in Fig. 8A be obtained. 

[0150]    Subsequently, the same letter "A" is imaged at a position where the camera 

built-in type portable telephone 3 has been moved in an obliquely left upward direction as 

shown in Fig. 6. On this occasion, since the camera built-in type portable telephone 3 has 

been moved in the obliquely left upward direction as shown in Fig. 6, the letter "A" comes to 

a position which shifts in an obliquely right downward direction from the central part of the 

imagable range (indicated by a broken-line frame"a" in the figure) set by the collimation 

device 31 (display screen 31) of the camera built-in type portable telephone 3, and an imaged 

image at the position (supposed to be the imaged image of the nth frame) is acquired. It is 

assumed that, when the imaged image of the nth frame is subjected to pre-processing as in the 

foregoing, a featuring image as shown in Fig. 8B be obtained. 

[0151]    The featuring image shown in Fig. 8B is compared with the featuring image 

of the last frame held in the imaged image information storage device 34 (in this case, the 

featuring image of the (n - \)th frame), so as to calculate a pointing coordinate motion vector. 

The process of the pointing coordinate motion vector calculation will be described. 

[0152]    First, a template image It is created from the featuring image of the (n - \)th 

frame. Specifically an image of, for example, 5 pixels x 5 pixels around center coordinates 

(0, 0), set as a reference, (the image of a range indicated by a thick-line frame in Fig. 8C) is 

extracted from a featuring image as shown in Fig. 8C (which is the featuring image in Fig. 

8A). The extracted image is set as the template image It as shown in Fig. 8D. 

[0153]    The template image It shown in Fig. 8D and the featuring image of the nth 

frame shown in Fig. 8B are subjected to pattern matching, they are positioned so as to attain 
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the highest correlation (likelihood) (refer to Fig. 8E), and the coordinates of the template 

image It, relative to the reference coordinates (0, 0), are found in the positioned state. Then, 

the coordinates of (2,-1) are obtained. The images in Figs. 8C and E are the same as those in 

Figs. 8A and B, respectively. But a black color in Figs. 8A and B are thinned in Figs. 8C and 

E in order to clarify the distinction between the range of the template image It and the 

featuring images. 

[0154]   In this manner, regarding the reference coordinates which the template image 

It has been extracted from the featuring image of the (n - l)th frame, the coordinates (2,-1) 

have been obtained as the center coordinates of the template image It at that position of the 

template image It at which the highest likelihood has been attained as the result of the pattern 

matching of the template image It relative to the featuring image of the nth frame. This 

indicates that shifts of -2 pixels in a lateral direction and +1 pixel in a longitudinal direction 

exist between the featuring image of the (n - \)th frame and the featuring image of the nth 

frame, and that the featuring image of the nth frame has moved -2 in a horizontal direction 

and +1 in a vertical direction relative to the featuring image of the (n - \)th frame. This 

motion corresponds to a movement magnitude of (-2, 1) in a vectorial representation, and the 

movement magnitude (-2, 1) becomes the pointing coordinate motion vector which is to be 

found in this case. That is, in this case, it can be said that, owing to the motion of the camera 

built-in type portable telephone 3, a frame indicated by a solid line (a frame corresponding to 

the outer periphery of the template image It) has moved to a position indicated by a broken 

line as shown in Fig. 8F. 

[0155]    When the pointing coordinate motion vector has been obtained in this way, 

the pointer cursor M on the display image 23 projected on the screen 22 is displayed at the 

position PI which is distant in correspondence with the calculated pointing coordinate motion 

vector, with the current pointing position P0 being a base point, as shown in Fig. 6. 

[0156]   Fig. 9 is a flow chart for explaining the steps of a process in which the 

pointer cursor M is composited and displayed at the pointing position PI on the display image 

23 projected on the screen 22. When compared with the process in the first exemplary 

embodiment, as shown in Fig. 4, the process in Fig. 9 additionally contains the processing of 

finding pointing coordinates at which the pointer cursor M is to be displayed, by using the 

pointing coordinates at the current point of time and the pointing coordinate motion vector 

found by the above processing steps described in conjunction with Fig. 7. 
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[0157]    Specifically, in the case of acquiring a pointing position as relative 

coordinates, a vector quantity (the pointing coordinate motion vector) indicating a direction 

in, and a magnitude by, which the pointer cursor M is to be moved with respect to the current 

position may merely be found. Therefore, the pointing coordinates of the current pointer 

cursor M and the calculated pointing coordinate motion vector are first acquired (step S31), 

and pointing coordinates pointed at a new position are calculated from the acquired current 

coordinate position and pointing coordinate motion vector (step S32). 

[0158]    When the new pointing coordinates are calculated in this way, they are 

acquired (step S33). Then, in the same manner as at the steps S12 to S14 in Fig. 4, pointer 

cursor image information is read out from a pointer cursor image information holding portion 

(also in this example, the pointer cursor image information is assumed to be held in the 

display image information storage device 11) (step S34), the pointer cursor image information 

read out is composited to the pointing coordinates of display image information 

corresponding to a display image at the current point of time (the pointing coordinates 

acquired at the step S33) (step S35), and display image information with the pointer cursor M 

added to the pointing coordinates is generated (step S36). 

[0159]    In this manner, according to the third exemplary embodiment, it suffices to 

acquire the moving direction/movement magnitude (the pointing coordinate motion vector) 

in/by which the pointing apparatus 3 (here, assumed to be the camera built-in type portable 

telephone 3) has been moved. On the pointing apparatus 3 side, therefore, any place different 

from the display image 23 projected on the screen 22 may be photographed. That is, the 

pointing apparatus 3 can be used just as a mouse connected to a PC or the like, and the 

information display system becomes convenient for use. In the case of the second exemplary 

embodiment, the pointing apparatus 3 may more conveniently be one which is capable of 

acquiring a moving image, but it may, of course, be a camera which inputs only a still image. 

[0160]    Also the second exemplary embodiment has been described in the example 

in which the camera built-in type portable telephone is employed as the pointing apparatus 3. 

Of course, however, the present invention is not restricted to the camera built-in type portable 

telephone, but it can be similarly performed with a digital still camera having a 

communication function, a digital video camera having a communication function, or the 

like. 

[0161]    There has been described the example in which the pointer cursor image 

information is held in the display image information storage means 11 of the PC 1. As stated 
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in the first exemplary embodiment, however, the pointer cursor image information may well 

be saved in another place (for example, on the pointing apparatus 3 side), and it can also be 

read out from the saving place and transferred to the PC 1. 

[0162]    In this manner, according to the second exemplary embodiment, an image to 

be imaged by the pointing apparatus 3 need not be the display image 23 projected from the 

projector 21, so that the limitation of an imaging range can be relieved. Thus, in a case, for 

example, where many people point at positions in a large presentation hall, the information 

display system becomes convenient for use. Moreover, since the pointing apparatus can be 

used with the feeling of the mouse of the PC, it is also one of characterizing features that a 

pointing manipulation is easily performed. 

[0163]    In the case of acquiring a pointing position as relative coordinates, display 

image information saved on the PC 1 side is not required as information which is necessary 

for the calculation of a pointing coordinate motion vector to find the relative coordinates, so 

that the arithmetic operation of the pointing coordinate motion vector calculation can be 

performed only on the pointing apparatus 3 side. 

[0164]    In this manner, the display image information is not required in performing 

the pointing coordinate motion vector calculation. This signifies that such processing as 

loading the display image information onto the pointing apparatus 3 side need not be 

performed, and that only the pointing coordinate motion vector calculated by the pointing 

apparatus 3 may be transmitted onto the PC 1 side. Therefore, the image information of large 

information content need not be exchanged between the pointing apparatus 3 and the PC 1, 

and the communication load between the two can be lightened. 

[0165]   In the second exemplary embodiment described above, the pointing 

coordinate motion vector calculation process is performed on the pointing apparatus 3 side, 

but it can also be performed on the PC 1 side. In this case, the pointing coordinate motion 

vector is calculated in such a way that the pointing coordinate motion vector calculation 

device 33 and the imaged image information storage device 34 are disposed on the PC 1 side, 

and that the imaged image information from the pointing apparatus 3 is sent to the pointing 

coordinate motion vector calculation device 33. The pointing coordinate motion vector 

calculation process can be performed by the same steps as stated above. 

[0166]   In this manner, the pointing coordinate motion vector calculation can also be 

performed on the PC 1 side, not by the pointing apparatus 3. 
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[0167]   An advantage of performing the pointing coordinate motion vector 

calculation on the pointing apparatus 3 side, is that, when viewed from the PC 1 side, the 

pointing apparatus 3 can be regarded as a mere device, in addition to the advantage already 

stated that, since only the pointing coordinate motion vector information calculated by the 

pointing apparatus 3 may be transmitted to the PC 1, the image information of large 

information content need not be exchanged between the pointing apparatus 3 and the PC 1, so 

the communication load between the two can be lightened. Specifically, since the relative 

coordinate information is merely transmitted from the device (pointing apparatus 3) to the PC 

1, any complicated process need not be especially performed on the PC 1 side, it is dispensed 

with to install any complicated hardware or software for image processing, and the quantity of 

arithmetic operations on the PC 1 side can be curtailed. 

[0168]   An advantage of performing the pointing coordinate motion vector 

calculation on the PC 1 side, is that the pointing apparatus 3 merely transmits the imaged 

image information to the PC 1, so the quantity of arithmetic operations in the pointing 

apparatus 3 can be reduced. Moreover, it is not required to install hardware or software 

necessary to calculate the pointing coordinate motion vector, on the pointing apparatus 3 side. 

Accordingly, a general portable information equipment can be employed as the pointing 

apparatus 3. In addition, since the PC 1 is generally higher in processability than the pointing 

apparatus 3, the pointing coordinate motion vector calculation process can be performed at a 

higher speed. Even a complicated image processing operation can be performed with ease 

and at high speed, so that the calculation of a high-precision pointing coordinate motion 

vector is realized. 

[0169]    Third Exemplary Embodiment 

[0170]    The third exemplary embodiment includes the first and second exemplary 

embodiments described before, whereby the pointing apparatus 3 can specify pointing 

coordinates in a display image at high speed and at high precision. 

[0171]    Specifically, in specifying the pointing coordinates by the pointing apparatus 

3 in the first exemplary embodiment, when imaged image information transmitted from the 

camera built-in type portable telephone 3 is acquired (step SI), as shown in the flow chart of 

Fig. 3, various correction processing for distortion, brightness, etc., and further, various pre- 

processing, such as scale-up/scale-down, are first performed (step S2), and template image 

information is generated from the pre-processed imaged image information (step S3). 

Subsequently, which part of the whole display image displayed on the screen 22 the template 
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image information corresponds to, is decided by the pattern matching between the template 

image information and the display image information corresponding to the display image 

displayed at the imaging point of time, among the display image information stored in the 

display image information storage device 11 (step S4). 

[0172]    When it is decided which part of the display image information 

corresponding to the display image displayed at the imaging point of time the template image 

information corresponds to, coordinates corresponding to the pointing position P are specified 

as the pointing coordinates, under the assumption that the central part of the decided part be 

the pointing position P (step S5). 

[0173]    In this way, the pointing coordinates are specified. In this regard, in the first 

exemplary embodiment, the pointing coordinate specification process by the pointing 

coordinate specification device 13 subjects the template image to pattern matching to the 

whole display image so as to specify the pointing coordinates. In this third exemplary 

embodiment, however, a region in which pattern matching is to be performed between the 

template image and the display image is refined using the relative coordinate motion vector 

information obtained by the motion of the camera built-in type portable telephone 3 as 

explained in the second exemplary embodiment. The pattern matching between the template 

image and the display image is performed for the refined region. 

[0174]    Fig. 10 is a schematic showing constituents which are necessary for 

explaining this third exemplary embodiment, and is the combination between Fig. 1 used for 

the description of the first exemplary embodiment and Fig. 5 used for the description of the 

second exemplary embodiment. That is, a construction shown in Fig. 10 is such that the 

pointing apparatus 3 in the construction of Fig. 1 is replaced with the pointing apparatus 3 in 

Fig. 5. Accordingly, an information processing apparatus (PC) 1 includes display image 

information storage device 11, display image generation device 12 and pointing coordinate 

specification device 13, as in Fig. 1. A pointing apparatus 3 is constructed including pointing 

coordinate motion vector calculation device 33 and imaged image information storage device 

(frame buffer) 34 in addition to collimation device 31 and imaging device 32. 

[0175]    The operation of such a construction will be described. First, it is assumed 

as in the first and second exemplary embodiments that a certain one of display image 

information stored in the display image information storage means 11 of the PC 1 be sent to a 

projector 21, and that the display image 23 of the sent display image information be projected 

on a screen 22. 
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[0176]   In this state, a certain range of the screen 22 is first imaged using the 

imaging function of the camera built-in type portable telephone 3 (also in this third exemplary 

embodiment, the pointing apparatus 3 will be explained as the camera built-in type portable 

telephone 3). Subsequently, the next frame is imaged by the camera built-in type portable 

telephone 3 and is compared with the last frame imaged immediately before, so as to compute 

the moving direction/movement magnitude of the portable telephone 3, and a pointing 

coordinate motion vector is calculated by the pointing coordinate motion vector calculation 

device 33. 

[0177]    The newest imaged image imaged by the imaging device 32 and the pointing 

coordinate motion vector information calculated by the pointing coordinate motion vector 

calculation device 33 are sent to the pointing coordinate specification device 13 of the PC 1. 

The pointing coordinate specification device 13 specifies pointing coordinates by using the 

newest imaged image imaged by the imaging device 32, the pointing coordinate motion 

vector information calculated by the pointing coordinate motion vector calculation device 33, 

and the display image at the imaging point of time (the point of time of the imaging by the 

imaging device 32 of the camera built-in type portable telephone 3) as stored in the display 

image information storage device 11. The operation of the pointing coordinate specification 

device 13 will be described in detail below. . 

[0178]    Fig. 11 is a schematic showing a pointing coordinate specification process 

which the pointing coordinate specification device 13 performs, and (a) represents the change 

of the imaged image on a time axis T on the camera built-in type portable telephone 3 side, 

while (b) represents the change of the display image acquired from the display image 

information storage device 11 on the PC 1 side, on the time axis T. 

[0179]    The change of the imaged image of the camera built-in type portable 

telephone 3 on the time axis T corresponds to that of a user moving the camera built-in type 

portable telephone 3 in the direction of a broken-line arrow, as shown in Fig. 12, whereby the 

imagable range of the camera built-in type portable telephone 3 changes along the broken-line 

arrow (regions aO, al enclosed with broken-line frames in Fig. 12). Shown in Fig. 12, is a 

state where the camera built-in type portable telephone 3 has been moved from an initial 

position P0 to a final motion position PI in this case. Specifically, the imaged images of 

respective frames conforming to the motion of the camera built-in type portable telephone 3 

are outputted from the imaging device 32. But only the newest imaged image Is(n) (at a time 
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Tn), the imaged image Is(n - 1) of the last frame, and the imaged image Is(n - 2) of the 

second-last frame, are shown in Fig. 11. 

[0180]    Likewise, regarding the display images acquired from the display image 

information storage device 11 on the PC 1 side, only the newest display image Id(n) (at the 

time Tn), the last display image Id(n - 1), and the second-last display image Id(n - 2) are 

shown in Fig. 11. 

[0181]    In Fig. 11, the newest imaged image (imaged image at the time Tn) is 

assumed to be the imaged image obtained by imaging in the state where the camera built-in 

type portable telephone 3 has been moved to the final motion position PI in Fig. 12. 

[0182]    In the pointing coordinate motion vector calculation device 33, a pointing 

coordinate motion vector (which is denoted as the pointing coordinate motion vector V) is 

calculated from a plurality of temporally successive imaged images obtained from the 

imaging device 32, as described in the second exemplary embodiment (step S41 in Fig. 11). 

The pointing position (which is called "tentative pointing position Pt" in the third exemplary 

embodiment) of a pointer cursor M is found on the basis of the calculated pointing coordinate 

motion vector V. 

[0183]    The tentative pointing position Pt is a position which is distant in 

correspondence with the pointing coordinate motion vector V from the initial position P0. In 

this third exemplary embodiment, the tentative pointing position Pt is not the actual display 

position of the pointer cursor M. But the tentative pointing position Pt is first found, and the 

final pointing position is determined on the basis of the tentative pointing position Pt. 

[0184]    When the tentative pointing position Pt has been found, a region in which 

pattern matching is performed is refined, and the refined region is set as a pattern matching 

region (step S42). That is, a predetermined range centering around the tentative pointing 

position Pt is set, and the set predetermined range is used as the pattern matching region. 

Subsequently, the pattern matching between the imaged image and the display image at the 

imaging point of time of this imaged image is performed in the pattern matching region (step 

S43). Further, pointing coordinates are specified on the basis of the result of the pattern 

matching (step S44). 

[0185]   Next, the process to specify the pointing coordinates as based on the pattern 

matching result will be described with reference to Fig. 13. 

[0186]    As explained before, the pointing coordinate motion vector V is calculated 

from the plurality of temporally successive imaged images obtained from the imaging device 
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for the pattern matching and can specify the pointing position at high speed and at high 

precision. 

[0192]   Also the third exemplary embodiment has been described in the example in 

which, as in the first and second exemplary embodiments explained before, the camera built- 

in type portable telephone is employed as the pointing apparatus 3. Of course, however, the 

present invention is not restricted to the camera built-in type portable telephone, but it can be 

similarly performed with a digital still camera having a communication function, a digital 

video camera having a communication function, or the like. There has been described the 

example in which the pointer cursor image information is held in the display image 

information storage device 11 of the PC 1. As stated in the first exemplary embodiment, 

however, the pointer cursor image information may well be saved in another place (for 

example, on the pointing apparatus 3 side), and it can also be read out from the saving place 

and transferred to the PC 1. 

[0193]    In the third exemplary embodiment, the pointing coordinate motion vector 

calculation process is performed on the pointing apparatus 3 side, but it can also be performed 

on the PC 1 side, as described in the second exemplary embodiment. In this case, the 

pointing coordinate motion vector is calculated in such a way that the pointing coordinate 

motion vector calculation device 33 and the imaged image information storage device 34 are 

disposed on the PC 1 side, and that the imaged image information from the pointing apparatus 

3 is sent to the pointing coordinate motion vector calculation device 33. The pointing 

coordinate motion vector calculation process can be performed by the same steps as explained 

above. 

[0194]   The pointing coordinate specification device 13 specifies the pointing 

coordinates by using the imaged image information from the imaging device 32, the pointing 

coordinate motion vector calculated by the pointing coordinate motion vector calculation 

device 33, and the display image at the imaging point of time as stored in the display image 

information storage device 11. 

[0195]    An advantage of performing the pointing coordinate motion vector 

calculation on the PC 1 side in this manner, is that the pointing apparatus 3 merely transmits 

the imaged image information to the PC 1, so the quantity of arithmetic operations in the 

pointing apparatus 3 can be reduced. Moreover, it is not required to install hardware or 

software necessary to calculate the pointing coordinate motion vector, on the pointing 

apparatus 3 side. Accordingly, a general portable information equipment can be employed as 
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the pointing apparatus 3. In addition, since the PC 1 is generally higher in processability than 

the pointing apparatus 3, the pointing coordinate motion vector calculation process can be 

performed at a higher speed. Even a complicated image processing operation can be 

performed with ease and at high speed, so that the calculation of a high-precision pointing 

coordinate motion vector is realized. 

[0196]   Further, in the case of the third exemplary embodiment, the pointing 

coordinate specification device 13 existing on the PC 1 side may well be disposed on the 

pointing apparatus 3 side so as to perform the processing up to the pointing coordinate 

specification process on the pointing apparatus 3 side. In this case, as the constituents of the 

pointing apparatus 3, the pointing coordinate specification device 13 is disposed in addition to 

the imaging device 32, the pointing coordinate motion vector calculation device 33 and the 

imaged image information storage device (frame buffer) 34. Herein, the pointing coordinate 

specification device 13 existing on the pointing apparatus 3 side, performs the pointing 

coordinate specification process by using the imaged image from the imaging device 32 and 

the pointing coordinate motion vector calculated by the pointing coordinate motion vector 

calculation device 33, and further, acquiring the display image displayed at the imaging point 

of time, from the display image information storage device 11 on the PC 1 side, and sends the 

pointing coordinates thus specified, to the PC 1 side (the display image information 

generation device 12). 

[0197]   An advantage of providing the pointing coordinate specification device 13 

on the pointing apparatus 3 side so as to perform the processing up to the pointing coordinate 

specification process on the pointing apparatus 3 side in this manner, is that, when viewed 

from the PC 1 side, the pointing apparatus 3 can be regarded as a mere device. Specifically, 

when the display image information is merely transmitted to the device (pointing apparatus 

3), the absolute coordinate information is transmitted from the device. Therefore, any 

complicated process need not be especially performed on the PC 1 side. It is dispensed with 

to install any complicated hardware or software for image processing and the quantity of 

arithmetic operations on the PC 1 side can be curtailed. 

[0198]    Fourth Exemplary Embodiment 

[0199]    The fourth exemplary embodiment will be described on an example in which 

any command is given to the PC 1 at the pointing coordinate position obtained by being 

pointed at by the pointing apparatus 3 in the first, second or third exemplary embodiments 

explained above. A process corresponding to the command is performed in the PC 1, thereby 
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to make the result of the process reflectable at the pointer cursor position. Incidentally, the 

case of acquiring the pointing position as the absolute coordinates will be described here. 

[0200]   Fig. 14 is a schematic for realizing the fourth exemplary embodiment. It 

differs from the schematic shown in Fig. 1, merely in the point that a command input device 

35 is disposed on the pointing apparatus 3 side, while a command processing device 14 is 

disposed in the PC 1. The other constituents are the same as in Fig. 1, so that the same 

reference numerals are assigned to identical portions, which shall be omitted from 

description. It is assumed also in the fourth exemplary embodiment that the camera built-in 

type portable telephone 3 be employed as the pointing apparatus 3. 

[0201]    Since, in this case, the pointing apparatus 3 is the camera built-in portable 

telephone 3, a key input portion disposed in the camera built-in portable telephone 3 can be 

used as the command input device 35. It is assumed that various commands be generable by 

manipulating the key input portion. 

[0202]    The command processing device 14 executes a process corresponds to the 

command given from the camera built-in type portable telephone 3. 

[0203]   The command from the camera built-in type portable telephone 3 may be 

transmitted to the PC 1 through the Internet or the like by using a communication function 

included in, for example, this camera built-in type portable telephone 3, or it may well be 

transmitted to the PC 1 directly by infrared transmission or the like. Such communication 

devices are variously considered. 

[0204]    Fig. 15 shows an example in which a command is inputted from the camera 

built-in type portable telephone 3 to a certain pointing position of the display image 23 

projected on the screen 22 (to a pointing coordinate position pointed at by the camera built-in 

type portable telephone 3), and the result of a process complying with the command is 

reflected. In the example of Fig. 15, the command from the camera built-in type portable 

telephone 3 is exemplified as being transmitted from a base station 4 to the PC 1 through the 

Internet 5 or the like. 

[0205]    In this example, the command outputted from the camera built-in type 

portable telephone 3 is to display the word of "Hello" at the pointing position P (refer to Fig. 

2) pointed at by the camera built-in type portable telephone 3. Specifically, a process to 

acquire pointing coordinates indicative of the display position of a pointer cursor is performed 

by the steps explained in the first exemplary embodiment. The command to display the word 

of "Hello" is generated on the resulting pointing coordinates of the pointer mark, whereupon 
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the PC 1 side accepts the command and displays "Hello" on the pointing coordinates of the 

pointer cursor at that point of time. 

[0206]    Such a command execution process on the pointing coordinates of the 

pointer cursor is permitted for the reason that the PC 1 can grasp the coordinates which have 

been pointed at by the pointing apparatus 3. 

[0207]   Fig. 16 concerns another command input different from the command input 

in Fig. 15, and shows an example in which a numerical value is displayed on the pointing 

coordinates of a pointer mark. In this case, a numerical input for a command is given from 

the camera built-in type portable telephone 3, whereupon on the PC 1 side, a spreadsheet 

application, for example, operates to execute a process complying with the command, so as to 

display the result of the process at the pointed/pointing coordinates. 

[0208]   Each of the above examples has been described using the command input 

and the process complying with the command, in the case of acquiring the coordinates of the 

pointing position as absolute coordinates. But a command input and a corresponding process 

can be executed in substantially the same way even in a case where the coordinates of a 

pointing position are acquired as relative coordinates. 

[0209]    Fig. 17 is a schematic for explaining a command input and a process 

complying with the command, in the case where the coordinates of a pointing position are 

acquired as relative coordinates (in the case of the second exemplary embodiment). It differs 

from the schematic shown in Fig. 5, merely in the point that a command input device 35 is 

disposed on the pointing apparatus 3 side, while a command processing device 14 is disposed 

in the PC 1, and the other constituents are the same as in Fig. 5, so that the same reference 

numerals are assigned to identical portions, which shall be omitted from description. 

[0210]    Also in this case, any command is generated for the pointing coordinates of a 

pointer cursor obtained by steps as explained in the foregoing second exemplary embodiment, 

whereupon a process corresponding to the command is executed on the PC 1 side, whereby a 

processed result for the command can be reflected on the pointing coordinates of the pointer 

cursor at that point of time. 

[0211]    It is a matter of course that, also in the third exemplary embodiment, a 

command input can be given in the same manner as in the first or second exemplary 

embodiment. 

[0212]    The present invention is not restricted to the foregoing exemplary 

embodiments. It can be variously modified and performed within a scope not departing from 
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the purport of the invention. By way of example, although each of the foregoing exemplary 

embodiments has been described on the pointing manipulation for the display image 

projected on the screen by the projector in the presentation hall or the like, the display device 

in the present invention is not restricted to the projector, but the invention can be applied to 

various display devices, such as a liquid crystal monitor connected to a personal computer 

(PC), and it is also applicable to various game machines and equipment. 

[0213]    The present invention can create a processing program in which the 

processing steps to incarnate the invention described above are described. It can record the 

processing program in a record medium such as floppy disk, optical disk or hard disk, so that 

the invention shall include also the record medium, in which the processing program is 

recorded. Moreover, the processing program may be obtained from a network. 


